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Introduction:

e Sleep is the cornerstone of overall health and wellbeing,
significantly influencing various aspects of our physical and
mental health. Inadequate sleep can lead to a myriad of health
issues, from weakened immune function to impaired cognitive
performance and weight gain.

e Today, we'll delve into the crucial role of sleep and explore
practical tips to enhance your sleep quality and the quality of
your life mentally, physically and spiritually.

The Importance of Sleep:

e Restorative Nature:
o Sleep is a natural healing process, allowing the body and
mind to repair and regenerate.
o It is during sleep that essential hormones are released,
promoting muscle growth, tissue repair, and immune
system function.
e Cognitive Function:

o Quality sleep enhances cognitive functions such as
memory, problem-solving, and decision-making.
o Lack of sleep can lead to difficulty concentrating,

decreased productivity, and an increased risk of accidents.
e Emotional Wellbeing:
o Sleep plays a pivotal role in emotional regulation and mood
stability.
o Chronic sleep deprivation is linked to an increased risk of
anxiety, depression and also weight gain.
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Tips for a Better Night's Sleep:

0 Establish a Consistent Sleep Schedule:

e Stick to aregular sleep-wake cycle, even on
weekends, to regulate your body's internal clock.

@ Create a Relaxing Bedtime Routine:

e Develop calming rituals before bedtime, such as
reading Quran, gentle stretching, or practicing deep
breathing exercises. Putting a relaxing scented
candle before bed. Doing some meditation or doing
some journaling or gratitude practice.

@ Optimize Your Sleep Environment:

e Keep your bedroom dark, quiet, and cool to create
an ideal sleep environment.

e Investin a comfortable mattress and pillows that
support a good night's rest.

e 100 % cotton bed sheets also help you keep cool
and regulate your body temperature.

e Weighted blankets are also great and proven to aid
in a more restful nights sleep

@ Limit Screen Time Before Bed:

e Reduce exposure to blue light from screens at least
an hour before bedtime to improve melatonin
production.
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@ Mindful Eating and Drinking:

e Avoid heavy meals, caffeine, and excessive fluids
close to bedtime to prevent disruptions during the
night.

@ Caffeine

e Caffeine is a stimulant that can have a significant
impact on sleep, primarily by blocking adenosine
receptors in the brain. Adenosine is a
neurotransmitter that promotes relaxation and
sleepiness. When adenosine receptors are blocked
by caffeine, it leads to increased alertness and
reduced feelings of fatigue.

e Caffeine levels in your bloodstream peak an hour
later and remain there for several hours. About 6
hours after you consume caffeine, half of it is still in
your body. Caffeine may not completely clear your
bloodstream until after 10 hours. Try not to have
any caffeine past 12pm in the afternoon.

e You don’t have to stop tea and coffee altogether,
swap to decaf instead or herbal alternatives such
mint, dandelion..which your digestive system will
also thank you for.

@ Stay Active During the Day:

e Engage in regular physical activity, but avoid
vigorous exercise close to bedtime which will make
you more alert and affect your sleep.

e Go outside daily and try and get natural light as
soon as possible in the morning. Exposure to
daylight, even in small amounts can help your
immunity, boost your mood, help your memory and
of course help you sleep.

@ www.lanternoflight.co.uk @ www . fwhfitness.com

lanternoflightofficial FWH_FITNESS


https://www.instagram.com/lanternoflight_/#

L 24

Lantern of

ﬂiﬁ‘f@/

Manage Stress:

« Practice stress-reducing techniques such as

meditation, yoga, reciting zhikr, Quran or mindfulness
to promote relaxation before sleep. Journaling
practice really helps too.

@ 10-3-2-1-0 Method:

This method involves 10 hours before your planned sleep
time, stop consuming caffeine.

3 hours before, finish eating for the day to allow digestion
to occur.

2 hours before, finish work or any mentally stimulating
activities.

1 hour before, turn off electronic devices and engage in
calming activities to prepare for sleep.

O the number of times you hit the snooze button in bed.
Hitting snooze fragments your sleep and lowers its quality.
Set your alarm for a regular time to establish a consistent
wake up routine.

Mouth Taping:

¢ Mouth taping involves using a gentle tape to seal your

lips during sleep, encouraging nasal breathing.

o Nasal breathing helps optimize oxygen intake, reduces

Conclusion:

snoring, and promotes a more restful sleep.

Sleep is a powerful tool for optimizing health and wellbeing.

By implementing these practical tips you can create a
foundation for improved sleep, fostering a healthier and more

vibrant and spiritual life.

. For more practical and holistic tips to live your best life, feel
free to contact me anytime at fwh_fitness. | would love to help

you on your health and well-being journey.
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